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Annotation: The article examines the evolution of flora-based
descriptions in Uzbek and English cultures, highlighting their connections to
social values, religion, and environmental interactions. It traces the transition
from ancient myths and religious symbolism to modern ecological concerns.
Flora serves as a linguistic and cultural tool reflecting changing human-nature
relationships.
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muammolargacha bo’lgan o ’zgarishlar yoritilgan 0’simliklarning inson va
tabiat o’rtasidagi alogalarni aks ettiradi.
Kalit so’zlar : O’simliklar, madaniyat, afsona ,ramzlar, ekologiya, o’zbek,

ingliz, din , meros

Flora-based descriptions in both Uzbek and English cultures have evolved
significantly over centuries, shaped by changing social values, religious
ideologies, and human interactions with the environment. These transformations
illustrate how language and culture adapt to reflect evolving relationships with
the natural world. Flora played a vital role in early mythology and oral
traditions, symbolizing spiritual, moral, and practical aspects of human life.

In early English culture, flora-based descriptions were influenced by Celtic
and pagan traditions. Trees such as the oak and yew were revered, often viewed
as sacred connections to the divine. Oaks, associated with strength, wisdom, and
protection, served as focal points for rituals and spiritual ceremonies (Jones,
2005). Herbs like foxglove and mandrake were infused with mystical attributes,
as seen in folklore where mandrakes were believed to scream when uprooted
and were thought to cure ailments or protect against malevolent forces
(Greenwood, 2010).

Similarly, in Uzbek oral traditions, flora was central to narratives shaped by
shamanistic practices and Zoroastrian influences. The cypress tree symbolized
immortality and divine generosity, often appearing in early Zoroastrian myths
(Boyce,1996). Uzbek folktales frequently employed the pomegranate tree as a
symbol of fertility and abundance, illustrating moral lessons and serving as a
source of protection against evil (Karimov, 2004).

Religious and literary developments in medieval and early modern periods
further deepened the use of flora in language, reflecting shifts in spiritual and
cultural paradigms.

In medieval England, the spread of Christianity introduced floral imagery into

religious texts and art. The lily became a symbol of purity, often associated with
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the Virgin Mary, while the rose symbolized divine love and sacrifice (Turner,
1984). The emergence of herbals, such as John Gerard’s Herball (1597),
combined scientific interest in plants with traditional knowledge, embedding
flora further into cultural consciousness (Arber, 1912).

In Uzbekistan, the introduction of Islam in the 8th century redefined the
cultural significance of flora. Gardens, emblematic of paradise (jannah), became
prominent motifs in poetry and art, with flowering plants and fruit trees
symbolizing divine beauty and abundance (Nasr, 1992). The Sufi tradition
enriched flora-based descriptions, often using the rose to represent both earthly
and spiritual love. The thorn on the rose became a metaphor for the trials of
spiritual devotion, as seen in the works of Alisher Navoi.

The Industrial Revolution in England and the Soviet era in Uzbekistan
marked significant turning points in flora-based descriptions, reflecting societal
and environmental changes.

In 19th-century England, the Romantic movement emerged as a response to
industrialization. Poets like William Wordsworth used flora to lament the
destruction of natural landscapes and evoke nostalgia for a vanishing pastoral
world. Wordsworth’s Lines Written in Early Spring captures this sentiment,
reflecting on the harmony between humans and nature through descriptions of
wildflowers (Wordsworth, 1807). The Victorian era further transformed flora
into symbols of social status, with elaborate gardens and flowers such as roses
and chrysanthemums representing refinement and beauty (Hobhouse, 2004).

In Uzbekistan, the Soviet period saw a utilitarian shift in flora-based
descriptions. Literature emphasized the economic value of plants, particularly
cotton, which became a symbol of Soviet modernization and progress (Allworth,
1990). This pragmatic approach reflected the state’s focus on agricultural
development and collective farming.

Modern literature in both cultures has embraced flora-based descriptions to

address ecological concerns and preserve cultural heritage.
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In contemporary English literature, flora is often used as a vehicle for
environmental advocacy. Ecopoets like Alice Oswald and Seamus Heaney use
vivid plant imagery to critiqgue ecological degradation and celebrate the
interconnectedness of human and natural life (Oswald, 2011; Heaney, 1996).
Flora-based metaphors also explore themes of renewal and resilience,
responding to contemporary environmental crises.

Similarly, Uzbek writers have used flora to highlight the impact of ecological
disasters, such as the drying of the Aral Sea. Literary works emphasize the loss
of native vegetation and its cultural significance, urging a reevaluation of
humanity’s relationship with the environment (Rakhimov, 2015). Traditional
symbols like the pomegranate and mulberry continue to resonate in modern
Uzbek literature, linking contemporary narratives to historical and cultural roots.

The evolution of flora-based descriptions in Uzbek and English cultures
reflects deep-rooted connections between humans and the natural world. From
ancient myths and religious symbolism to modern ecological concerns, flora
remains a powerful linguistic and cultural tool. By tracing its transformations,
we gain insights into the ways in which language and culture adapt to changing

environments, preserving the enduring relationship between people and nature.
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