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Abstract. This thesis undertakes a comparative study of romance and betrayal
in William Shakespeare's "Othello™ and Maksud Shaykhzoda's "Mirzo Ulugbek,"
exploring how these universal themes are presented and interpreted within distinct
cultural and historical contexts."Othello," a quintessential Elizabethan tragedy,
depicts the tragic downfall of a Moorish general due to lago's insidious
manipulation and the corrosive power of jealousy. While "Othello" focuses on
interracial romance and the societal prejudices it confronts, *Mirzo Ulugbek" likely
explores themes of intellectual romance — the pursuit of knowledge and the love for
scientific discovery. The thesis will investigate the diverse sources of betrayal in
both works. In "Othello,” betrayal stems from lago's malicious ambition and
Othello's own insecurities. In "Mirzo Ulugbek,” betrayal may arise from political
intrigue, religious conservatism, or envy of Mirzo Ulugbek's scientific
achievements.
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Betrayal, a timeless and universal human experience, permeates the fabric of
human relationships, shattering trust and leaving profound emotional and
psychological scars. While the manifestations of betrayal may vary across cultures
and historical periods, its core essence — the violation of trust and the ensuing

emotional devastation — remains a constant. This thesis explores the multifaceted
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nature of betrayal and its tragic consequences within the framework of two seminal
literary works: William Shakespeare's "Othello" and Maksud Shaykhzoda's "Mirzo
Ulugbek". "Othello," a masterpiece of Elizabethan tragedy, presents a poignant
exploration of interracial romance and the destructive power of jealousy. The play
unfolds in Venice and Cyprus, culminating in the tragic downfall of Othello, a noble
Moorish general, who succumbs to the insidious machinations of lago, his envious
ensign. lago, driven by a potent cocktail of jealousy, resentment, and a
Machiavellian desire for power, manipulates Othello into believing his wife,
Desdemona, is unfaithful. This betrayal, fueled by lago's cunning and Othello's own
insecurities, leads to a catastrophic chain of events, culminating in murder and self-
destruction. "Mirzo Ulugbek," a significant work in Uzbek literature, delves into the
life and tragic fate of the renowned 15th-century astronomer and ruler. While the
specific nature of betrayal in "Mirzo Ulugbek" may differ from that depicted in
"Othello,"” the play undoubtedly explores the devastating consequences of broken
trust and the erosion of faith in human relationships. Whether it stems from political
intrigue, religious conservatism, or personal envy, betrayal likely plays a pivotal
role in Mirzo Ulugbek's downfall, impacting his scientific pursuits, his political
standing, and the fate of his renowned observatory. This thesis aims to undertake a
comparative analysis of these two tragedies, examining how Shakespeare and
Shaykhzoda explore the multifaceted nature of betrayal, its sources, its impact on
the protagonists, and its broader implications within their respective cultural and
historical contexts. By observing these two works, we can gain a deeper
understanding of how the theme of betrayal transcends cultural boundaries and
continues to resonate with audiences across centuries.

This thesis will employ a multi-faceted approach, combining close reading,
comparative analysis, and contextualization within their respective historical and
cultural frameworks. To learn deeply, these two well-known literary works, there
are several features and ways to implement. First, detailed analysis of key scenes
and passages in both plays, focusing on language, character development, and

thematic motifs. Second, identifying similarities and differences in the portrayal of
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betrayal, its sources, and its consequences in "Othello™ and "Mirzo Ulugbek."Third,
examining how the historical and cultural contexts of Elizabethan England and 15th-
century Central Asia shaped the presentation of betrayal in each work. This will
involve researching the political and social climate of Timurid-era Central Asia, the
religious and intellectual currents of the time, and the specific challenges faced by
astronomers and intellectuals in that period. Furthermore, drawing upon insights
from literary criticism, history, sociology, and psychology to deepen the
understanding of betrayal as a complex human experience.

As it is clear, although the chosen literary works are in the same literary genre,
there are different approach, way of thinking and diverse mentality and cultures, So
that, this scientific work's main purpose is to study, compare and introduce it to the
public and other researchers. According to the topic. There are different sources of
betrayal and romantic features in these works, such as: Jealousy and Envy: lago's
primary motivation in "Othello" is his jealousy over Cassio's promotion and a desire
for revenge. In "Mirzo Ulugbek," envy of his scientific achievements and political
influence could drive others to betray him. Political Ambition: Political rivals may
seek to undermine Ulugbek's power through deceit and manipulation, leading to acts
of betrayal. Religious Intolerance: Ulugbek's scientific pursuits, which challenged
traditional religious beliefs, could have made him a target for religious
conservatives, leading to acts of betrayal from those seeking to uphold religious
orthodoxy. As a result, there is a huge impact of betrayal: Tragic Downfall: Both
Othello and Mirzo Ulugbek experience tragic downfalls as a direct result of betrayal.
Othello's descent into madness and violence leads to the tragic deaths of Desdemona
and himself. Mirzo Ulugbek's downfall could lead to the suppression of his scientific
work, or even his own demise. Erosion of Trust: Betrayal erodes trust within
personal relationships, political alliances, and societal structures. In both plays, the
impact of betrayal extends beyond the immediate victims, affecting the broader
social and political landscape. Psychological Impact: Betrayal has a profound
psychological impact on the protagonists. Othello's descent into paranoia and rage

Is a testament to the devastating effects of betrayal on the human psyche. Mirzo
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Ulugbek may also experience psychological trauma, such as disillusionment,
despair, and a loss of faith in humanity. The following fragments from two works
showing the real context: lago manipulating Othello's insecurities:

"Good name in man and woman, dear my lord, Is the immediate jewel of their
souls. Who steals my purse steals trash; 'tis something, nothing; "Twas mine, 'tis his,
and has been slave to thousands; But he that filches from me my good name Robs
me of that which not enriches him, And makes me poor indeed." (Act Il1, Scene iii)

By emphasizing the devastating consequences of a lost reputation, lago subtly
plants the seed of doubt in Othello's mind. He doesn't explicitly accuse Desdemona
of infidelity, but he subtly suggests that her actions might be damaging to Othello's
honor and reputation. This insidious tactic effectively manipulates Othello's
insecurities and sets the stage for his tragic downfall. This passage demonstrates
lago's cunning and his ability to exploit Othello's vulnerabilities. By skillfully
manipulating the concept of reputation, lago sows the seeds of jealousy and
suspicion, ultimately driving Othello towards a path of destruction.

Othello's descent into madness: "This hand will write your epitaph too. Will
wipe you out all, Cyprus! Cry 'Havoc!" and let slip the dogs of war, That this foul
deed shall smell above the earth With carrion men, groaning for burial." (Act V,
Scene ii)

The imagery of "dogs of war" and "carrion men, groaning for burial"
emphasizes the chaotic and violent nature of his envisioned destruction. It evokes
scenes of carnage, death, and the utter breakdown of order. Loss of Reason: This
fragment starkly contrasts with the noble and dignified Othello we encounter at the
beginning of the play. His language becomes increasingly violent and disordered,
reflecting the disintegration of his reason and the dominance of his emotions. This
passage is a poignant illustration of the devastating consequences of unchecked
jealousy and the tragic downfall of a once-noble character. Othello's descent into
madness serves as a powerful warning about the destructive power of unchecked
emotions and the importance of maintaining self-control. Here are some key words

and phrases related to betrayal and romance in Shakespeare's "Othello” and in
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Shaykhzoda's "Mirzo Ulugbek™:

Graph 1. Othello:

Betrayal Romance
1 Treachery Interracial Love
2 Deceit Forbidden Love
3 Duplicity Passionate Love
4 Perfidy Tragic Love
5 Infidelity Courtship

Graph 2. Mirzo Ulugbek:

Betrayal Romance
1 Political Intrigue Pursuit of Knowledge
2 Courtly Conspiracies Love for Science
3 Religious Opposition Intellectual Passion
4 Scientific Suppression Dedication to Truth
5 Betrayal of Trust Pursuit of Truth

By strategically incorporating these words and phrases into their research and
writing, scientists and researchers can enhance the clarity, depth, and sophistication
of your analysis of betrayal and romance in Shakespeare's "Othello" and
Shaykhzoda's "Mirzo Ulugbek."
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