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Annotation 

This article explores effective approaches to teaching legal English, 

emphasizing the global demands of the legal profession. It highlights the use of 

real-life cases from international law and role-playing techniques such as trial 

simulations and negotiation exercises. These strategies not only help students 

master complex legal terminology but also foster critical thinking, 

argumentation, and intercultural communication skills. By integrating these 

methods into the curriculum, educators can better prepare students for 

successful careers in international legal environments. 
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Introduction 

Teaching legal English requires more than linguistic proficiency; it demands a 

deep understanding of legal terminology, particularly in the context of an 

interconnected global landscape. As lawyers increasingly operate in 
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international arenas, fluency in legal English becomes indispensable. This 

article explores strategies designed to enhance learning outcomes by bridging 

theoretical knowledge with practical application. 

1. Using Real Cases from International Law 

Analyzing real-life cases provides students with invaluable insights into how 

legal concepts are applied in practice. This method introduces them to authentic 

legal language and challenges them to think critically. 

Advantages: 

 Immersion in context: Students learn legal English as it is used in 

authentic situations. 

 Practical application: Complex legal terms are encountered in a 

meaningful context, enhancing retention. 

 Encouraging critical thinking: Case analysis inspires debates, enabling 

students to assess actions and propose solutions. 

Example Task: 

1. Divide the class into teams and assign each group a landmark case, such 

as Barcelona Traction or LaGrand. 

2. Each team summarizes the case, identifies the legal issues, and suggests 

alternative strategies for the parties involved. 

3. Conduct a class discussion to compare perspectives and strategies. 

 

2. The Role of Role-Playing Games: Simulations of Trials and Negotiations 

Role-playing engages students in realistic scenarios, developing not only their 

legal English but also their soft skills, such as public speaking, negotiation, and 

cultural awareness. 

Simulation of Court Proceedings 

Students assume roles such as judges, lawyers, and witnesses, navigating the 
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complexities of legal processes. 

How to Implement: 

1. Select a real or hypothetical dispute, such as a case involving 

international arbitration or treaty violations. 

2. Provide preparatory materials, including statements, evidence, and 

procedural guidelines. 

3. Allocate roles, allowing time for students to prepare their arguments. 

4. Conduct a mock trial, evaluating performance based on criteria like 

accuracy, clarity, and persuasiveness. 

Role Negotiations 

Students simulate negotiations, such as drafting international agreements or 

settling disputes. 

Benefits: 

 Builds intercultural communication skills. 

 Enhances persuasion and negotiation tactics. 

 Familiarizes students with contract law vocabulary and frameworks. 

Example Scenario: 

Two companies (one representing a manufacturer and the other an importer) 

negotiate terms for an international supply agreement. The goal is to reach a 

compromise while adhering to legal principles and using appropriate 

terminology. 

Summary and Conclusion 

The integration of real-life cases and role-playing exercises into the teaching of 

legal English offers students a practical, immersive learning experience. These 

methods bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and professional 

practice, empowering students to confidently navigate international legal 

environments. By fostering key skills—critical thinking, argumentation, and 

intercultural communication—educators can ensure that their students are well-
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prepared for the global demands of the legal profession. 
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