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Abstract:This essay compares and contrasts the classic works of literature The 

White Ship and The Little Prince, exploring their similarities and differences in 

terms of narrative structure, characterizations, symbolism, and themes. Despite 

their differences in setting, genre, and style, both stories share common themes and 

motifs that resonate with readers of all ages and cultures. By analyzing these 

similarities and differences, this essay aims to shed light on the universal human 

experiences portrayed in these timeless tales. 
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Introduction: The White Ship and The Little Prince are two classic works of 

literature that have captured the hearts and imaginations of readers for generations. 

While they may seem vastly different in terms of setting, genre, and style, both 

stories share some striking similarities in their themes, motifs, and characters. In this 

essay, we will explore the similarities and differences between these two works, 

analyzing their narrative structures, characterizations, symbolism, and themes. By 

doing so, we hope to shed light on the universal human experiences that are 

portrayed in these timeless tales, and to show how they continue to resonate with 

readers of all ages and cultures. 
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1. Narrative Structure: Both The White Ship and The Little Prince are 

structured as allegorical tales that use symbolism and metaphor to convey deeper 

meanings. They both follow a linear plotline with a clear beginning, middle, and 

end. 

2. Characterizations: Both stories feature main characters who are on a journey 

of self-discovery. In The White Ship, the protagonist, Basil Elton, is seeking 

knowledge and enlightenment, while in The Little Prince, the titular character is 

searching for meaning and purpose in life. 

3. Symbolism: Both stories use symbolism to convey deeper meanings. In The 

White Ship, the white ship symbolizes the quest for knowledge and enlightenment, 

while in The Little Prince, the rose represents love and friendship. 

4. Themes: Both stories explore universal themes such as the search for 

meaning and purpose in life, the importance of imagination and creativity, and the 

value of human connections.   (Abdullayeva O. (2021) BADIIY ASARLARNING 

INSON RUHIYATIA TA'SIRI. Scientific progress 1(5) (pp.272-275)) 

Differences of The White Ship and the Little Prince: 

1. Setting: The White Ship is set in a medieval kingdom, while The Little 

Prince takes place in outer space and various locations on Earth. 

2. Genre: The White Ship is a horror story, while The Little Prince is a 

children's book. 

3. Style: The White Ship is written in a Gothic style with dark imagery and 

themes, while The Little Prince has a whimsical and charming tone. 

4. Audience: The White Ship is targeted towards an adult audience, while The 

Little Prince is aimed at children but also appeals to adults. 

In conclusion, despite their differences in setting, genre, and style, both The 

White Ship and The Little Prince share common themes and motifs that resonate 

with readers of all ages and cultures. Both stories use allegory and symbolism to 

convey deeper meanings about the human experience, such as the search for 

knowledge, meaning, and human connection. By examining these similarities and 

differences, we can appreciate the unique qualities of each story while recognizing 
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the universal themes that make them timeless classics.  ( Adamson, Thomas. Little 

Prince Discovery offers New insight Into classic book.   Associated Press via Times 

Tribune.com, 3 may 2012) 

1.Setting: The White Ship is set in a medieval kingdom, while The Little Prince 

takes place in outer space and various locations on Earth. 

2. Genre: The White Ship is a horror story, while The Little Prince is a 

children's book. 

3. Style: The White Ship is written in a Gothic style with dark imagery and 

themes, while The Little Prince has a whimsical and charming tone. 

4. Audience: The White Ship is targeted towards an adult audience, while The 

Little Prince is aimed at children but also appeals to adults. 

5. Protagonist: The protagonist in The White Ship, Basil Elton, is an adult 

seeking knowledge and enlightenment, while the protagonist in The Little Prince is 

a child seeking answers to life's big questions. 

6. Plot: The White Ship follows a linear plotline with a clear beginning, middle, 

and end, while The Little Prince has a more episodic structure with multiple 

adventures and encounters. 

7. Symbolism: While both stories use symbolism, the symbols in The White 

Ship are darker and more ominous, while those in The Little Prince are more 

whimsical and playful. 

8. Themes: While both stories deal with universal themes such as the search 

for meaning and purpose, The White Ship explores darker themes such as death and 

despair, while The Little Prince focuses on lighter themes such as love and 

friendship.  ( Antoine de Saint-Exeupery The Little Prince, New York city, Reynal 

&Hitchock 1999). 

Overall, while both stories share some similarities in terms of structure and 

themes, they differ significantly in terms of setting, genre, and style. These 

differences make each story unique and appealing to different audiences. 

The narrative structure of The White Ship is a traditional linear plotline, with 

a clear beginning, middle, and end. The story starts with the protagonist, Basil Elton, 
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recounting his desire for knowledge and his fascination with the sea. He then meets 

a mysterious sailor who tells him about a white ship that sails to the land of the 

"gods." Basil sets out on a journey to find the ship and eventually boards it, only to 

discover that it is headed towards death and despair. The story ends with Basil's 

realization that the gods he was seeking were actually demons. In contrast, The Little 

Prince has a more episodic structure, with multiple adventures and encounters. The 

story starts with the narrator crashing his plane in the desert and meeting the Little 

Prince. The Prince tells the narrator about his travels to different planets and the 

people he met along the way, including a king, a vain man, and a businessman. The 

story ends with the Prince's departure from Earth and his return home.                                                                                            

Both stories use their narrative structures to convey their themes and messages. The 

linear structure of The White Ship emphasizes the dangers of seeking knowledge 

without wisdom and the consequences of blindly following one's desires. The 

episodic structure of The Little Prince allows for multiple lessons and insights to be 

conveyed through different encounters and adventures. It also emphasizes the 

importance of imagination, curiosity, and empathy. 

Overall, while both stories have different narrative structures, they effectively 

use them to convey their themes and messages to their audiences. 

"The White Ship" by H.P. Lovecraft:Basil Elton: Basil is the main character 

and serves as the narrator of the story. He is a dreamer and a seeker of adventure, 

who longs to escape the mundane world and explore fantastical realms. Basil is 

described as introspective, imaginative, and deeply affected by his experiences on 

the white ship. 

The Captain of the White Ship: The captain is an enigmatic and otherworldly 

figure who guides the crew on their mysterious voyage. He is described as having 

an aura of wisdom and knowledge beyond human understanding, and he holds a 

deep connection to the mystical white ship. ( Adabiyot.7 -sinf uchun darslik. / S. 

Ahmedov,R. Qo'chqorova, SH. Rizayeva.- Toshkent: 2017   ). 

"The Little Prince" by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry:The Little Prince: The titular 

character of the story, the Little Prince is a young boy who travels from planet to 
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planet, encountering various inhabitants and learning important life lessons along 

the way. He is depicted as innocent, curious, and deeply philosophical, with a 

childlike wonder and a profound understanding of the world around him.                                                                                                      

The Narrator (The Pilot): The narrator is an aviator who encounters the Little Prince 

after crashing his plane in the Sahara desert. He serves as the storyteller of the Little 

Prince's adventures and acts as a companion to the young prince, learning from his 

wisdom and insights. ( James, Barry, Antoine de Saint-Exeupery "The life and death 

of the Little Prince" The New York times. 28 October 1983)                                                                            

Each character in both stories plays a crucial role in guiding the narrative and 

conveying important themes such as imagination, adventure, wisdom, and the 

human experience. 

In "The White Ship," the white ship itself serves as a powerful symbol of 

transcendence, escape, and the longing for a greater reality. It represents the desire 

to leave behind the mundane world and seek out something more fantastical and 

meaningful. The ship also symbolizes the journey into the unknown and the pursuit 

of spiritual enlightenment. Additionally, the white ship can be seen as a metaphor 

for the human soul's quest for deeper understanding and connection with the 

mysteries of the universe.( I. G'aniyev, R, Ibragimov.  Chingiz Aytmatov va XX Asr 

. Toshkent. "Akademnashr" 2013. ) 

In "The Little Prince," the rose is a prominent symbol throughout the story, 

representing love, beauty, and vulnerability. The rose serves as a metaphor for the 

complexities of relationships and the delicate nature of emotions. It also symbolizes 

the importance of nurturing and caring for the things we hold dear. Additionally, the 

desert where the Little Prince resides can be seen as a symbol of isolation, 

introspection, and the search for meaning in a vast and seemingly empty world.( 

Goʻpnik, Adam,  " The strange Triumph of The Prince" The New Yorker, 29 April 

2014 ) 

Both stories utilize powerful symbols to convey themes of longing, 

exploration, love, and the human condition. The symbolism in each story adds depth 

and richness to the narratives, inviting readers to contemplate deeper meanings and 
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universal truths. 

"The White Ship" and "The Little Prince" both explore themes of longing, 

exploration, love, and the human condition. In "The White Ship," the theme of 

longing is prominent as the protagonist yearns for a mystical and transcendent world 

beyond the confines of his own reality. This longing for something beyond the 

ordinary speaks to the universal human desire for meaning and purpose.            

Similarly, "The Little Prince" delves into the theme of longing through the little 

prince's desire to find meaning and connection in his solitary existence. His search 

for companionship and understanding reflects the human longing for deeper 

connections and a sense of belonging. 

Exploration is another shared theme in both stories. In "The White Ship," the 

protagonist embarks on a journey of discovery, both literal and metaphorical, as he 

seeks to uncover the mysteries of the white ship and the wondrous lands it visits. 

This theme of exploration mirrors the little prince's travels to different planets in 

search of understanding and connection with others. 

Love is a central theme in "The Little Prince," particularly symbolized by the 

rose. The little prince's love for the rose represents the complexities of relationships, 

including vulnerability, care, and the challenges of understanding and being 

understood. Similarly, in "The White Ship," love is explored through the 

protagonist's deep emotional connection to his lost home and his longing to return 

to it. 

Finally, both stories touch on the human condition, addressing fundamental 

questions about existence, purpose, and the nature of reality. They invite readers to 

contemplate deeper meanings and universal truths about the complexities of human 

emotions and the search for meaning in a seemingly vast and empty world.                                                                                                                               

Overall, "The White Ship" and "The Little Prince" share profound themes that 

resonate with readers, offering valuable insights into the human experience and our 

universal longing for connection, understanding, and transcendence. 

In conclusion, both "The White Ship" and "The Little Prince" utilize powerful 

symbols to convey profound themes of longing, exploration, love, and the human 
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condition. The white ship in "The White Ship" represents the desire for 

transcendence and the pursuit of a greater reality, while the rose in "The Little 

Prince" symbolizes love, beauty, and vulnerability. Both stories invite readers to 

contemplate deeper meanings and universal truths, adding depth and richness to the 

narratives. Through their masterful use of symbolism, these stories offer valuable 

insights into the complexities of human emotions and the search for meaning in a 

seemingly vast and empty world. 
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