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Abstract: this article explores the criteria that distinguish notional and
functional words in the English language. Notional words, such as nouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs, carry semantic meaning and contribute to the content of a
sentence. Functional words, on the other hand, such as prepositions, conjunctions,
and articles, serve a grammatical purpose and provide structure to the language.
The article delves into the defining characteristics of these two word classes and
their roles in English grammar and communication.
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Annomauusn: /lannas cmamos ucciedyem xKpumepuu, KOmopbie omiudarom
3HAMEHAmeENIbHble U CleJfC66Hbl€ CI08A 8 AHSUUCKOM A3blKe. 3HameHamellbHble
cjlosa, maxKue Kak cyuecmeumnesibHble, 2l1acojvbl, NnpuiacameslbHble U Hapedu:l,
Hecym CeMARMU4YeCKoe 3Ha4Yerue u 6HOCAm 6K1A0 6 coc)epafcaﬁue I’lpe()ﬂOcheHu}Z. C
Opy2oll CIMOPOHbL, CAYIHCEOHbIe CN08d, MAKUe KAK Npedio2u, CO3bl U ApPMUKIU,
BLINOJIHAIOM  2PAMMAMUYECKYI0 (DYHKYUIO U Npuoarom Ccmpykmypy s3vlky. B
cmambve pacemampuearomcs onpedeﬂﬂiomue xXapakmepucmuxku smux deyx Kiaaccoes
CJl08 U UX pojb 6 AHSTUUCKOUL cpammamuxe U KOMMYHUKAYUU.

Knroueewie cnoesa: snamenameinvrole cjioea, CleDfC€6Hbl€ cjlosa, yacmu pevu,
aHeIUNCKAs cpammamuKa.

Annotatsiya: ushbu magola ingliz tilida ma'noviy va funksional so'zlarni
ajratadigan me'yorlarni o'rganadi. Ma'noviy so'zlar, masalan, otlar, fe'llar, sifatlar

va ravishlar, semantik ma'noni o'zida mujassam etadi va gapning mazmunga hissa
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go'shadi. Boshga tomondan, funksional so'zlar, masalan, predloglar, bog'lovchilar
va artiklllar, grammatik magsadni bajaradi va tilga tuzilma beradi. Magolada
ushbu ikki so'z toifasining aniglovchi xususiyatlari va ularning ingliz grammatikasi
hamda kommunikatsiyasidagi rollari tahlil gilinadi.

Kalit so'zlar: ma'noviy so'zlar, funksional so'zlar, so'z turkumlari, ingliz
grammatikasi.

Introduction
The English language consists of a rich tapestry of words, each serving a unique
purpose in conveying meaning and structuring communication. At the core of this
linguistic system lie two broad categories of words: notional words and functional
words. Notional words, also known as content words, are those that carry semantic
significance and contribute to the substantive content of a sentence. Conversely,
functional words, or grammatical words, serve a more structural role, providing the
necessary grammatical elements that shape the language.
Defining Notional Words
Notional words are the building blocks of language, conveying the core meanings
and concepts that form the basis of communication. This category encompasses
nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs, which collectively express ideas, actions,
qualities, and modifications. Nouns, for instance, name persons, places, objects, and
abstract concepts, while verbs denote actions, states, or occurrences. Adjectives and
adverbs, in turn, provide descriptive information about the qualities and
characteristics of nouns and verbs, respectively [3].
Defining Functional Words

In contrast to notional words, functional words serve a more grammatical purpose,
shaping the structure and flow of language. This category includes prepositions,
conjunctions, articles, pronouns, and auxiliary verbs, among others. Prepositions,
for example, establish relationships between nouns, pronouns, and other parts of
speech, while conjunctions connect words, phrases, or clauses. Articles, such as "a,"
"an," and "the," provide grammatical information about the definiteness or

indefiniteness of nouns, and pronouns substitute for nouns to avoid repetition [1].
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The Significance of the Distinction
The distinction between notional and functional words is significant for several
reasons. Firstly, it reflects the fundamental division between the semantic and
grammatical aspects of language, highlighting the complementary roles these word
classes play in effective communication. Notional words convey the substantive
meaning, while functional words provide the necessary structural elements to
organize and coherently express those meanings [2].
Conclusion
In the intricate web of the English language, notional and functional words work in
tandem to create a rich and nuanced system of communication. Notional words carry
the semantic weight, conveying ideas, actions, and descriptions, while functional
words provide the grammatical scaffolding that gives structure and cohesion to the
language. Understanding the criteria that distinguish these two word classes is
crucial for a comprehensive understanding of English grammar and effective
language use.
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