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Abstract: this article provides an overview of the classification of compound
words in both traditional and modern linguistic approaches. Key terms discussed
include endocentric, exocentric, coordinative, subordinative, and appositional
compounds. The article examines how the analysis and categorization of compound
words has evolved over time, highlighting the contributions of prominent linguists
and the ongoing debates within the field.
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Annomayusa: sma cmamvsi npedocmasiiem 0030p  Klaccugukayuu
CJIOJHCHBIX CNI06 KAK 6 mpa()uquHHblx, maxK u 6 COBPEeMEHHBLX JIUHCBUCNTUYECKUX
nooxooax. Kuwouesvie mepmunvl, ob6cyxcoaemvle 6 cmambve, GKIOUAIOM
aﬁéoueﬁmpuqecmte, IK30YyeHmpuiecKue, Koopdunamueﬁble, Cy60p01/lHamu6Hbl€ u
anno3umueHbvie CAoXdCHble cno8a. B cmamuve pacemampueaemcs, KAk aHajius u
Kameecopuszayusl CJHOIHCHbIX Cl06 I60II0YUOHUposalu C nmedeHuem e6pemeHu,
BbI0ENAIOMCA BKAAObL BUOHBIX JIUH2EUCTNOE U I’lpOOOJZcha}OLL;ueCﬂ ducxyccuu 8 5Moti
obnacmu.

Knroueewie cnoea: cnoowcnvie cjloea, BHOOMEHmpuquKue CJIOJMCHblE Clloed,
IK30yeHmpudyecKkue CJa0JCHble Cllo6d, KoopdunamueHbze CJNIOJICHblEe  CJlo6a,
cy60p0uﬂamueﬂbze CJIOJfCHblE cjloea, anno3umueHvle CJlIOJICHblE cjloea,

mpaduuuonﬂaﬂ JUHSBUCMUKA, COBPEMEHRHAS IUHCBUCNTUKA.
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Annotatsiya: ushbu maqola an'anaviy va zamonaviy tilshunoslik
yondashuvlarida murakkab so'zlarni tasniflash masalasiga umumiy garagani
holda, unda endo-markaziy, ekzo-markaziy, koordinativ, subordinativ va
appozitsiyaviy murakkab so'zlar kabi asosiy terminlar ko'rib chigiladi. Magolada
murakkab so'zlarni tahlil gilish va toifalash jarayonlari vaqt o'tishi bilan ganday
rivojlanib borgan, tanigli tilshunoslarning hissasi va ushbu sohada davom
etayotgan munozaralar yoritiladi.

Kalit so'zlar: murakkab so'zlar, endo-markaziy murakkab so'zlar, ekzo-
markaziy murakkab so'zlar, koordinativ murakkab so'zlar, subordinativ murakkab
so'zlar, appozitsiyaviy murakkab so'zlar, an‘anaviy tilshunoslik, zamonaviy
tilshunoslik.

Introduction

Compound words, which are formed by combining two or more lexical items,
have long been a subject of interest and analysis in the field of linguistics.
Traditional approaches to the classification of compound words typically relied on
structural and semantic criteria, resulting in categories such as endocentric,
exocentric, coordinative, subordinative, and appositional compounds. However, as
linguistic theory has advanced, modern perspectives have introduced new ways of
conceptualizing and analyzing the formation and behavior of compound words.

Traditional Approaches to Compound Word Classification

In traditional linguistics, the classification of compound words was primarily
based on the semantic and syntactic relationships between the constituent elements.
The most widely recognized categories are:

Endocentric Compounds: These compounds have a head, which determines
the semantic and grammatical class of the overall compound. The head is typically
the rightmost element, and the entire compound is a hyponym of the head. For
example, "blackbird" is an endocentric compound, where "bird" is the head [1].

Exocentric Compounds: These compounds do not have a clear head, and the
meaning of the compound cannot be inferred from the meaning of its parts.

Exocentric compounds are also known as "bahuvrihi™ compounds, and they often

pedagoglar.org 7-to’plam 5-son may 2024


https://pedagoglar.org/index.php/04/index

Yangi O'zbekiston taraqgiyotida tadgigotlarni o'rni va rivojlanish omillari

refer to a person or thing characterized by the property denoted by the compound.
For instance, "redhead" is an exocentric compound, as it does not mean a "head that
is red" but rather a person with red hair [3].

Coordinative Compounds: In these compounds, the constituent elements are
of the same grammatical class and are joined with a coordinating conjunction (such
as "and" or "or") or are simply juxtaposed. The meaning of the compound is often a
combination or fusion of the meanings of the individual elements. Examples include
"singer-songwriter" and "bittersweet" [2].

Modern Perspectives on Compound Word Classification

In more recent linguistic approaches, the classification of compound words
has been further refined and expanded. Scholars have proposed additional categories
and have also re-examined the traditional classifications in light of new theoretical
frameworks.

Subordinative Compounds: These compounds consist of a head and a
modifier, where the modifier typically restricts or adds additional information to the
head. The head is usually the rightmost element, as in "blackboard" and
"greenhouse".

Appositional Compounds: In these compounds, the constituent elements are
in an appositive relationship, where one element serves to further specify or describe
the other. Examples include "poet-critic" and "actor-director" [3].

Additionally, some linguists have suggested that the traditional endocentric-
exocentric distinction may be overly simplistic, and have proposed more nuanced
approaches to analyzing the semantic and structural properties of compound words
[2].

Conclusion

The classification of compound words has been a topic of ongoing discussion
and development in the field of linguistics. Traditional approaches focused on
structural and semantic criteria, resulting in categories such as endocentric,
exocentric, coordinative, and subordinative compounds. However, modern

linguistic perspectives have introduced additional refinements and re-examinations
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of these classifications, highlighting the complexities and nuances involved in the
formation and analysis of compound words.
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