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Abstract: semantic field theory is a linguistic approach that examines the 

relationships between words based on their meanings and how they are organized 

within a language system. This article delves into the concept of semantic fields, 

exploring the paradigmatic and syntagmatic relationships that exist between words. 

Paradigmatic relationships refer to the associations between words that belong to 

the same semantic category, while syntagmatic relationships focus on the 

combination and co-occurrence of words within a sentence or phrase. 

 

Аннотация: теория семантических полей - это лингвистический 

подход, который исследует взаимоотношения между словами на основе их 

значений и того, как они организованы в языковой системе. Эта статья 

углубляется в концепцию семантических полей, исследуя парадигматические 

и синтагматические отношения, существующие между словами. 

Парадигматические отношения относятся к ассоциациям между словами, 

принадлежащими к одной и той же семантической категории, в то время 

как синтагматические отношения сосредотачиваются на сочетании и 

совместной встречаемости слов в предложении или фразе. 

 

Annotatsiya: semantik maydoni nazariyasi - bu tillararo munosabatlarni 

ma'nolar asosida va ular til tizimida qanday tashkil topganligini o'rganadigan 

tilshunoslik yondashuvidir. Ushbu maqola semantik maydonlar kontseptsiyasini 

chuqurroq o'rganadi, so'zlar o'rtasidagi paradigmatik va sintagmatik 

munosabatlarni o'rganadi. Paradigmatik munosabatlar bir xil semantik turkumga 

http://www.pedagoglar.org/


 Yangi O'zbekiston taraqqiyotida tadqiqotlarni o'rni va rivojlanish omillari 

www.pedagoglar.org        7-to’plam 4-son may 2024 

28 

tegishli so'zlar o'rtasidagi aloqalarni anglatsa, sintagmatik munosabatlar gapda 

yoki iboradalgi so'zlarning birikish va hamyodlik xususiyatlariga e'tibor qaratadi. 

 

Key words :semantic field theory,Relationships between words,Paradigmatic 

relationships, Syntagmatic relationships, Language system,  Semantic category,  

Sentence or phrase, Lexicography,  Language learning,  Natural language 

processing 

 

Ключевые слова: теория семантических полей, отношения между 

словами, парадигматические отношения, синтагматические отношения, 

языковая система, семантическая категория, предложение или фраза, 

лексикография, изучение языка, обработка естественного языка. 

 

Kalit so'zlar: semantik maydoni nazariyasi, so'zlar o'rtasidagi munosabatlar, 

paradigmatik munosabatlar, sintagmatik munosabatlar, til tizimi, semantik turkum, 

gap yoki ibora, leksikografiya, til o'rganish, tabiiy tilni qayta ishlash. 

 

Introduction 

Language is a complex and multifaceted system, where words are not just 

isolated units but are deeply intertwined in a web of semantic relationships. 

Semantic field theory, a branch of linguistics, explores the ways in which words are 

organized and related to one another based on their meanings. This article focuses 

on the two key types of relationships within semantic fields: paradigmatic and 

syntagmatic. 

Paradigmatic relationships  

Paradigmatic relationships refer to the associations between words that belong 

to the same semantic category or field. These words are similar in meaning and can 

often be substituted for one another within a sentence or phrase. For example, the 

words "cat," "dog," and "bird" belong to the semantic field of "animals" and exhibit 

paradigmatic relationships.[5] 
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Syntagmatic relationships, on the other hand, focus on the combination and co-

occurrence of words within a sentence or phrase. These relationships are based on 

the way words are typically used together in linguistic contexts. For instance, the 

words "run," "quickly," and "marathon" exhibit syntagmatic relationships, as they 

are often used in conjunction with one another to describe a particular action or 

event. [6]. 

The study of semantic fields and the paradigmatic and syntagmatic 

relationships of words is crucial in various domains, such as lexicography, language 

learning, and natural language processing. It helps linguists, teachers, and 

computational linguists understand the organization and structure of the lexicon, 

which can inform the development of dictionaries, language teaching materials, and 

natural language processing applications. [5].  

Syntagmatic Relationships 

In contrast, syntagmatic relationships focus on the combination and co-

occurrence of words within a sentence or phrase. These relationships are based on 

the patterns of how words are typically used together, forming meaningful linguistic 

units. For instance, the words "the," "cat," and "sat" have a syntagmatic relationship 

in the sentence "The cat sat on the mat." 

In contrast, syntagmatic relationships focus on the combination and co-

occurrence of words within a sentence or phrase. These relationships are based on 

the patterns of how words are typically used together, forming meaningful linguistic 

units. For instance, the words "the," "cat," and "sat" have a syntagmatic relationship 

in the sentence "The cat sat on the mat." [6].  

The study of syntagmatic relationships is crucial in understanding how words 

are combined to create meaningful language. It helps linguists, language teachers, 

and natural language processing researchers to analyze the syntactic and 

grammatical structures of language, as well as the pragmatic and contextual factors 

that influence word choice and usage. [3].  

 Applications and Implications 

The study of paradigmatic and syntagmatic relationships in semantic fields has 
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a wide range of applications in various fields of linguistics and beyond. In 

lexicography, these concepts are crucial for the organization and presentation of 

dictionaries and thesauruses, helping users navigate the complex web of word 

meanings and associations. In language learning and teaching, an understanding of 

semantic fields and the relationships between words can facilitate more effective 

vocabulary acquisition and language proficiency. 

The study of paradigmatic and syntagmatic relationships in semantic fields has 

a wide range of applications in various fields of linguistics and beyond. In 

lexicography, these concepts are crucial for the organization and presentation of 

dictionaries and thesauruses, helping users navigate the complex web of word 

meanings and associations. [2] . 

Conclusion 

Semantic field theory and the exploration of paradigmatic and syntagmatic 

relationships offer a rich and nuanced understanding of the complex structure of 

language. By delving into the ways in which words are organized and related to one 

another, linguists, educators, and NLP researchers can gain valuable insights that 

can be applied in a variety of contexts. This article has provided an overview of 

these important linguistic concepts, highlighting their significance and the potential 

for further exploration and application. 
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