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Abstract: Prepare to embark on a journey back to the Elizabethan Era, the golden 

age of English drama. This blog post is your ticket to explore the lighter side of this 

prolific period marked by the unmatched wit and humor of Shakespeare’s masterful 

comedies. Whether you’re an ardent devotee of The Bard, a casual theater-goer, or 

perhaps a newcomer to the world of Shakespeare who’s after a good laugh, you’ll 

be captivated as we delve into the uproarious underbelly of these timeless plays. 

Unraveling their multi-layered jests and intricate wordplay, we promise that his 

comical genius will have you roaring with laughter. So fasten your seat belts – it’s 

time to head back in time for the greatest comedy show of all – The Shakespeare 

Comedy Extravaganza 
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       Some popular Shakespearean comedy plays include “A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream”, “As You Like It”, and “Twelfth Night.” These plays often involve 

mistaken identity, witty banter, and humorous situations. Shakespeare Comedy 

Plays Exploring Shakespeare’s Comedy Plays Shakespeare is renowned for his 

mastery of diverse genres, and his comedy plays are no exception. These delightful 

works of dramatic art provide a humorous escape into the Elizabethan era, 

captivating audiences with their wit, irony, and clever wordplay. They offer a 

fascinating glimpse into the culture and society of the time, while entertaining 

spectators with amusing plots and memorable characters. One of Shakespeare’s 

most beloved comedy plays is “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” Set in a mythical 

forest inhabited by fairies, this enchanting tale revolves around the intertwined 

romantic escapades of four young lovers and a group of amateur actors. The play 

explores themes of love, magic, mistaken identities, and the power of imagination. 
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With its whimsical atmosphere and captivating dialogues, “A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream” continues to enthrall theatergoers to this day. Another remarkable comedy 

play that deserves attention is “The Taming of The Shrew.” 

      “The Taming of The Shrew” is a comedic masterpiece that presents a captivating 

exploration of gender roles and relationships. The play revolves around the 

tempestuous courtship between Petruchio, a bold and unconventional suitor, and 

Katherina (Kate), an assertive and independent-minded woman known for her sharp 

tongue. As Petruchio attempts to “tame” Kate into submission, chaos ensues in this 

battle of wits and wills. Through witty dialogue and shrewd character development, 

Shakespeare raises thought-provoking questions about societal expectations 

regarding gender dynamics. The play challenges traditional notions of femininity 

and masculinity by portraying Kate as a spirited individual who refuses to conform 

to patriarchal norms. At the same time, it explores the transformative power of love 

and understanding as Petruchio gradually unveils his genuine affection for Kate. 

       “The Taming of The Shrew” is a play that invites discussions about the 

complexities of relationships and the dynamics between men and women. Some 

may argue that it perpetuates harmful stereotypes and promotes gender inequality 

through its depiction of Petruchio’s methods. However, others contend that it should 

be viewed as a reflection of the society in which Shakespeare lived, highlighting the 

realities of the time rather than advocating for them. Regardless of the ongoing 

debates surrounding its themes, “The Taming of The Shrew” remains an engaging 

and entertaining theatrical experience. It showcases Shakespeare’s profound 

understanding of human nature and his ability to infuse humor into complex 

narratives. With its memorable characters, sharp wit, and underlying social 

commentary, this comedy play continues to captivate audiences and spark 

conversations centuries after its creation. “The Taming of The Shrew” is a classic 

play that offers a humorous yet thought-provoking analysis of gender roles and 

relationships. Despite its controversial depiction of Petruchio’s methods, the play 

challenges societal expectations and highlights the complexities of love and 

understanding. Shakespeare’s profound understanding of human nature and ability 
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to infuse humor into complex narratives make this play an engaging and entertaining 

theatrical experience, which continues to captivate audiences and spark 

conversations centuries after its creation.” 

 

            Figure 1. A Midsummer Night’s Dream  

One of the most beloved and enduring comedies by William Shakespeare is A 

Midsummer Night’s [see picture 1]. Set in Athens, this play takes us on a whimsical 

journey into an enchanted forest inhabited by fairies, mischievous sprites, and star-

crossed lovers. As we delve into this delightful tale, we are transported to a world 

where reality blurs with enchantment, creating a comedic atmosphere that captivates 

audiences to this day. At the heart of A Midsummer Night’s Dream lies the theme 

of love. Shakespeare skillfully weaves together multiple storylines, each filled with 

humorous misunderstandings and romantic entanglements. Hermia and Lysander 

find themselves caught in a web of forbidden love as Hermia’s father insists she 

marry Demetrius instead. Meanwhile, Helena pines for Demetrius, unaware that her 

affections are unrequited. These tangled relationships set the stage for hilarious 

interactions and mistaken identities as our characters navigate their way through the 

magical forest. Imagine the uproarious chaos that ensues when Puck, a mischievous 

sprite, uses his magic to bewitch the wrong person with a love potion. This results 
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in various characters falling helplessly in love with the wrong people, leading to 

humorous misunderstandings and entertaining scenarios that leave the audience 

doubled over with laughter.  Humor also permeates through the vibrant cast of 

characters in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. From the bumbling group of amateur 

actors known as the Mechanicals to the playful and mischievous antics of Oberon 

and Puck, each character brings their unique brand of humor to the stage. Their witty 

wordplay, physical comedy, and larger-than-life personalities add layers of 

amusement to an already enchanting story. 

     Now that we have explored the comedic delights in A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream, let us venture into another captivating Shakespearean comedy, The 

Merchant of Venice. In The Merchant of Venice, Shakespeare combines elements 

of comedy with deep themes of love, friendship, and the complexities of justice. Set 

in the merchant city of Venice, this play follows the intertwined stories of Bassanio, 

a young Venetian nobleman, his merchant friend Antonio, and Shylock, a Jewish 

moneylender. Amidst this backdrop, Shakespeare masterfully interweaves humor 

into the narrative, creating moments of levity that heighten the dramatic tension. 

One source of comedy in The Merchant of Venice comes from Shakespeare’s 

portrayal of the dynamics between characters. The quick-witted banter and clever 

wordplay between Bassanio and his friends injects lightheartedness into the play. 

For instance, when Bassanio seeks financial assistance from Antonio to pursue 

Portia, he jokingly refers to himself as a “trembling spirit on a little moment”  using 

self-deprecating humor to elicit laughter.  

        Another comedic aspect arises from the subplot involving Portia and her 

suitors. In order to win her hand in marriage, suitors must correctly choose among 

three caskets: one made of gold, one made of silver, and one made of lead. This 

leads to comical displays of arrogance and foolishness from some suitors as they 

make their choices based on superficial appearances rather than true understanding. 

Additionally, the interactions between Shylock and his daughter Jessica introduce 

an intriguing blend of humor and pathos. As Jessica conspires to elope with Lorenzo, 

she cunningly steals her father’s wealth and runs away. Although these actions have 
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serious consequences for Shylock, there is an inherent irony in Jessica’s wit and 

resourcefulness that invites amusement amidst the larger        narrative.  

REFERENCES 

1. https://weareactors.com/shakespeare-comedy-plays 

2. https://nosweatshakespeare.com/plays/types/comedy/ 

3. https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/the-legacy-of-william-shakespeare 

4. https://media.shakespeare.org.uk/documents/LegacyBooklet.pdf 

5. https://www.nerdschool.online/post/shakespearean-comedy-plays-laughter-

love-and-theatrical-delights 

 

 

https://pedagoglar.org/index.php/04/index
https://weareactors.com/shakespeare-comedy-plays
https://nosweatshakespeare.com/plays/types/comedy/
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/the-legacy-of-william-shakespeare
https://media.shakespeare.org.uk/documents/LegacyBooklet.pdf
https://www.nerdschool.online/post/shakespearean-comedy-plays-laughter-love-and-theatrical-delights
https://www.nerdschool.online/post/shakespearean-comedy-plays-laughter-love-and-theatrical-delights

