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Abstract:  This article examines four key poetic devices—rhyme, pararhyme, 

assonance, and reserve rhyme—that play a significant role in the sound structure 

of poetry. These elements enhance the musicality, rhythm, and cohesion of poems. 

Rhyme refers to the correspondence of sounds in words, while pararhyme involves 

similar consonant sounds, assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds, and reserve 

rhyme includes deliberate mismatched rhymes. Through the exploration of these 

techniques, the article highlights how poets use them creatively to evoke emotion, 

reinforce themes, and establish harmony or dissonance in their works. The examples 

provided demonstrate the nuanced ways these elements can shape meaning and 

aesthetic appeal. 
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Introduction 

 Poetry, as a form of artistic expression, relies heavily on the manipulation of sound 

to evoke emotion and create rhythm. Among the most important sound devices are 

rhyme, pararhyme, assonance, and reserve rhyme. These devices contribute to the 

musical quality of poetry and enhance the reader's experience. Rhyme is perhaps the 

most widely recognized, forming a key structural element in many poems, while 
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pararhyme, assonance, and reserve rhyme offer more complex alternatives or 

variations.This article explores these four sound devices in detail, examining their 

definitions, differences, and the specific ways in which they are used by poets to 

create harmony, dissonance, and emphasize thematic concerns. By providing 

examples of each, we aim to understand how they contribute to the overall aesthetic 

and meaning of a poem. 

 

Types of Rhymes 

 

1. Rhyme 

 

Rhyme is a fundamental sound device in poetry, involving the correspondence of 

sounds at the ends of words. In its most common form, rhyme occurs when the final 

stressed syllables of two or more words have identical or similar sounds. Rhyme 

serves to create a sense of harmony and closure, often marking the ends of lines or 

stanzas. 

 

Types of Rhyme: 

• Perfect Rhyme: The most common form, where the final stressed syllables 

of words match exactly in sound. 

       Example: “cat” and “hat”, “sky” and “high”. 

• Identical Rhyme: This occurs when the same word is repeated, but it 

functions as a rhyme. 

       Example: “night” and “night”. 

 

Rhyme is crucial in traditional verse, often enhancing rhythm and contributing to 

the memorability of poems. Famous poems like those by William Shakespeare use 

rhyme to create musicality and emphasize meaning. 
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2. Pararhyme 

 

Pararhyme refers to a form of slant rhyme, where the consonants of the final 

syllables match but the vowels differ. This creates a near-rhyme effect, giving a 

sense of rhythm and connection without the perfect match typically expected in 

rhyme. Pararhyme is often used to create tension or dissonance, providing a subtler 

or more complex musicality. 

 

Example of Pararhyme: 

“cold” and “cud”, or “bend” and “band”. 

 

Pararhyme is common in modern poetry and is often used to suggest imperfection 

or to draw attention to subtle variations in sound, which may reflect thematic 

nuances such as ambiguity or conflict. T.S. Eliot famously employed this technique 

in his works to create a fractured sense of rhythm. 

 

3. Assonance 

Assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds within nearby words, especially in 

stressed syllables. Unlike rhyme, which focuses on the correspondence of sounds at 

the ends of words, assonance involves the internal repetition of vowels, typically 

within the same line or stanza. This technique enhances the musicality of a poem 

and can reinforce thematic elements or emotional undertones. 

 

Example of Assonance: 

“The early bird catches the worm.” 

“The rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain.” 

 

Assonance is effective in creating a sense of cohesion, as it allows poets to link 

words together through sound, even without exact rhymes. It also contributes to the 

mood of a poem, whether it be calm, sorrowful, or energetic. 
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4. Reserve Rhyme 

 

Reserve rhyme refers to the technique of using a rhyme that is intentionally delayed 

or withheld until later in the poem. This technique, also known as delayed rhyme, 

creates a sense of anticipation or surprise for the reader, heightening the impact of 

the rhyme when it finally occurs. By reserving rhyme for key moments, poets can 

build suspense and make the eventual rhyme feel more rewarding. 

 

 Example of Reserve Rhyme: 

In W.B. Yeats' poem *“The Stolen Child”*, the rhyme scheme builds a sense of 

expectation, leaving the final rhyme for a poignant emotional climax. 

 

Reserve rhyme can also be used in a more experimental form, where the rhyme is 

withheld until a surprising or unconventional moment. This technique challenges 

the reader’s expectations and can be particularly effective in free verse or modern 

poetry. 

 

Conclusion 

 

In conclusion, rhyme, pararhyme, assonance, and reserve rhyme are key sound 

devices that shape the aesthetic experience of poetry. Each offers a unique way for 

poets to manipulate the sound of language to convey meaning, create rhythm, and 

engage the reader emotionally. While rhyme provides harmony and structure, 

assonance and pararhyme offer more subtle variations that can introduce 

complexity or tension. Meanwhile, reserve rhyme allows poets to create suspense 

and surprise, heightening the impact of the rhyme when it finally appears. 

 

The mastery of these sound devices enables poets to craft works that resonate deeply 

with readers, whether through their musicality, emotional depth, or intellectual 
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complexity. Understanding and analyzing these techniques enhances our 

appreciation of poetry as a dynamic and expressive form of literature. 
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