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Abstract: The article explores the interplay between language and identity
among Indigenous peoples, focusing on a study involving pre-service teachers
learning Inuktitut. It highlights how language learning fosters cultural identity and
enhances well-being, emphasizing that language encapsulates collective knowledge
and strengthens connections to heritage. The research indicates that proficiency in
Indigenous languages is crucial for maintaining cultural continuity and improving
self-identity, particularly among youth. Additionally, it underscores the role of
language in reinforcing community ties and belonging, which are vital for the
overall health of Indigenous communities.
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Introduction

The introduction of the article discusses the integral role of language in the
identity construction of Indigenous peoples. It emphasizes that language is not
merely a communication tool but a vital component of cultural heritage that shapes
individual and collective identities. The article examines how Indigenous languages
encapsulate historical knowledge, traditions, and values, fostering a sense of

belonging and community. Furthermore, it highlights the impact of colonialism on

www.tadgigotlar.uz 14-to’plam 1-son noyabr 2024



http://www.pedagoglar.uz/
mailto:ismoilovadiyora83@gmail.com

Ta'limning zamonaviy transformatsiyasi

language preservation and the ongoing efforts by Indigenous communities to
revitalize their languages as a means of reclaiming identity and autonomy in
contemporary society.

Main part

The main part of the article delves into how language serves as a cornerstone
for identity construction among Indigenous peoples. It discusses the impact of
language on cultural heritage, emphasizing that Indigenous languages are vital for
transmitting traditions, knowledge, and worldviews. The text highlights the threats
posed by colonialism and globalization, which have led to language loss and
diminished cultural identity.

Key themes include:

Language Revitalization: Efforts to preserve and revitalize Indigenous
languages are critical for maintaining cultural identity. This includes educational
programs, community initiatives, and the integration of technology in language
learning. Language revitalization is crucial for preserving Indigenous cultures and
identities, as many languages are endangered, with one disappearing approximately
every two weeks. Efforts include creating educational resources, promoting
intergenerational transmission, and utilizing technology and social media to engage
younger generations. Government initiatives, such as recognizing Indigenous
languages officially and providing educational support, are essential. Community-
driven actions, including language classes and cultural events, also play a vital role.
The revitalization of Indigenous languages not only safeguards cultural heritage but
also enhances community cohesion and self-determination among Indigenous
peoples.

Intergenerational Transmission: The passing down of language from elders
to youth is essential for sustaining cultural practices and community cohesion.
Intergenerational transmission refers to the process by which language and cultural
practices are passed down from one generation to the next, playing a crucial role in
maintaining cultural identity among Indigenous peoples. This transmission is often

challenged by external pressures such as globalization and colonialism, which can
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lead to language shift and loss. Effective intergenerational transmission relies on
factors such as parental proficiency in the language, positive attitudes towards the
language, and community support for its use. It is essential for preserving linguistic
heritage, fostering community cohesion, and ensuring that younger generations have
access to their cultural roots

Cultural Sovereignty: Language is a tool for asserting Indigenous rights and
sovereignty, fostering a sense of belonging and unity within communities. Cultural
sovereignty refers to the inherent rights of Indigenous peoples to maintain and
express their unique cultural identities, traditions, and languages. It emphasizes the
importance of self-determination, allowing communities to govern themselves
culturally and socially. This concept is rooted in international legal frameworks,
such as the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which
recognizes the right of Indigenous peoples to practice and revitalize their cultural
traditions.

Cultural sovereignty challenges colonial narratives and seeks to restore
Indigenous authority over cultural practices, ensuring that communities can transmit
their heritage across generations. It also encompasses the protection of traditional
knowledge and languages, which are essential for cultural identity and community
cohesion. By asserting cultural sovereignty, Indigenous peoples aim to reclaim their
identity and resist forced assimilation, thereby fostering resilience and continuity
within their communities.

Policy and Support: The role of government policies in promoting
Indigenous languages is discussed, emphasizing the need for official recognition
and resources to support language education. Policy and support for Indigenous
language revitalization are essential for preserving cultural identities and fostering
community well-being. Key elements include: Federal Legislation: Acts like the
Indigenous Languages Act (2019) in Canada aim to reclaim and strengthen
Indigenous languages through predictable funding and support for education
programs that respect Indigenous cultural methods of teaching. Educational

Sovereignty: Tribal nations emphasize the importance of integrating Indigenous
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languages into school curricula, aligning educational practices with cultural values
to enhance student engagement and identity. Community Initiatives: Grassroots
efforts, including language nests and immersion programs, are Vvital for
intergenerational transmission of languages, supported by both community-driven
actions and government policies. International Frameworks: The UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) underscores the right of Indigenous
peoples to control their educational systems and promote their languages,
reinforcing the need for supportive policies at all levels.
Conclusion

The conclusion of the article emphasizes the profound connection between
language and identity among Indigenous peoples. It asserts that language is not only
a means of communication but a vital expression of cultural heritage and self-
determination. The reclamation and revitalization of Indigenous languages are
portrayed as essential for fostering community cohesion, enhancing individual well-
being, and asserting cultural sovereignty. The article calls for continued support
from policies and initiatives that prioritize Indigenous languages, recognizing their
role in preserving cultural identity and promoting resilience against historical and

ongoing challenges faced by Indigenous communities.
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