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Abstract: Phonetics plays a crucial role in second language acquisition (SLA) and
affects students' pronunciation, listening comprehension and overall communicative
competence. This paper explores the importance of phonetic awareness in SLA by
examining how phonetic features of target and native languages affect language learning.
He emphasizes the importance of teaching phonetic elements such as segmental and
segmental suprasegmental features to improve students' ability to correctly perceive and
produce sounds. In addition, he discusses the implications of phonetic training for teachers
and students, emphasizing the need for pedagogical approaches that integrate phonetics in
language teaching.
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Abstrakt: Fonetika ikkinchi tilni o'zlashtirishda (SLA) hal giluvchi rol o'ynaydi va
o'quvchilarning talaffuzi, tinglab tushunishi va umumiy kommunikativ kompetentsiyasiga
ta'sir giladi. Ushbu magola magsadli va ona tillarining fonetik xususiyatlari til o'rganishga
ganday ta'sir gilishini o'rganib, SLAda fonetik xabardorlikning ahamiyatini o'rganadi. U
o‘quvchilarning tovushlarni to‘g‘ri idrok etish va hosil qilish qobiliyatini oshirish uchun
segmental va bo‘limlar suprasegmental xususiyatlar kabi fonetik elementlarni o‘rgatish

muhimligini ta’kidlaydi. Bundan tashqgari, u o‘qituvchilar va o‘quvchilar uchun fonetik

www.pedagoglar.org 37-to’plam 3-qism Noyabr 2024

50


http://www.pedagoglar.org/
mailto:nazokatsamiyeva703@gmail.com
mailto:komiljonovamavluda4@gmail.com

Ta'limda ragamli texnologiyalarni tadbiq etishning zamonaviy tendensiyalari va rivojlanish omillari

treningning oqibatlarini muhokama qilib, til o‘qitishda fonetikani birlashtiruvchi
pedagogik yondashuvlar zarurligini ta’kidlaydi.
Kalit so'zlar: Fonetika, ikkinchi tilni egallash, talaffuz, tinglab tushunish,

kommunikativ kompetentsiya, fonetik gizigish.

INTRODUCTION

Phonetics focuses on the study of speech sounds and their production, perception, and
categorization. For second language learners, phonetic training helps develop their ability
to perceive and distinguish the distinct sounds of the target language. The process of
acquiring a second language (L2) is multifaceted and influenced by various linguistic
components. Among these components, phonetics - the study of speech sounds - plays an
important role in building students' ability to communicate effectively in the target
language. Phonetics includes segmental features (individual sounds) and suprasegmental
features (such as intonation and stress) necessary for correct pronunciation and
comprehension. While many learners may focus on vocabulary and grammar when
learning a new language, neglecting phonetic aspects can lead to communication
difficulties. This paper aims to explore how phonetic awareness affects second language
acquisition by influencing pronunciation skills, listening comprehension and overall
communicative performance. Phonetic training holds a unique significance in language
learning, distinct from other aspects of language study. It is essential for developing
auditory skills, enhancing vocalization and articulation, and ultimately refining spoken
language abilities. Without a grounding in phonetics, learners may struggle to process
spoken or oral language effectively. In general terms, phonetics teaches how the sounds of
a language are produced, identifies the specific sounds used within that language, and
explains its natural word stress patterns. It encourages exploration of how various vowels
and consonants are articulated and how stress and intonation contribute to meaning. As a
scientific discipline and practical tool, phonetics is vital for achieving language proficiency

and plays a key role in second language acquisition. Existing literature highlights the value
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that researchers, educators, and learners place on explicit phonetic instruction. This paper
aims to provide an overview of the critical role phonetic training plays in second language
teaching while advocating for its importance among both educators and students during
the learning process. We begin by asserting that phonetic training is essential for effective
language acquisition as it focuses on developing core linguistic skills. The paper will
individually analyze the processes involved in mastering articulation, sound
categorization, and prosody before conducting a thorough examination of the significance
of phonetic training to enhance learning efficiency. Through this exploration, we aspire to
foster a deeper appreciation for the importance of phonetic instruction in second language
education from a fresh perspective that underscores its relevance within the field.
METHODS

Language teaching methods have evolved significantly over time, particularly
concerning the role of phonetics and pronunciation in English language instruction.
Traditional approaches, such as the Grammar-Translation Method, Direct Method, and
Audio-Visual Method, largely neglected these components. The Grammar-Translation
Method focused on reading and writing skills, with minimal emphasis on speaking and
listening. In contrast, the Direct Method aimed at teaching spoken language but primarily
introduced vocabulary through songs and spoken contexts. The Audio-Visual Method
involved structured teaching programs that emphasized conversational practice but was
heavily directed by the teacher's choices regarding responses to narratives. In contrast,
contemporary language teaching methods prioritize communicative competence and
recognize pronunciation as a key element of language acquisition. This shift has
transformed the structure of teacher training programs, leading to systematic inclusion of
phonetics in curricula. Modern approaches adopt an auditory-oral methodology that
emphasizes spoken language and sentence structures through repetition of patterns across
various contexts. This method also integrates visual elements to aid memory retention and

appropriate responses in communication. Instructors play a crucial role in guiding students
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by providing reinforcement and addressing learning challenges through diverse strategies
like paraphrasing, first-language explanations, and nonverbal cues.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In the context of learning English, selecting an appropriate pronunciation model and
educational materials is crucial for developing oral skills. It's essential to focus on listening
and speaking from the outset while providing students with ample opportunities to enhance
their comprehension of spoken English. A significant portion—approximately two-
thirds—of native speakers' speech involves reductions, and the patterns of word stress in
English often differ from those in students' native languages. Additionally, English
intonation varies notably from that of Spanish. Connected speech poses challenges as well;
without understanding it, students may struggle both to comprehend spoken language and
to express themselves clearly. Given the emphasis on English as a communicative skill in
both public and private education, teachers play a vital role in alleviating learners'
frustrations by being effective pronunciation models. The selection of teaching materials
Is equally important; learners require auditory and oral resources alongside reading and
writing materials to help them connect sounds with phonetic symbols, thus enhancing their
listening skills. During speaking activities, it's important to correct students' pronunciation
errors without disrupting their fluency. For instance, if advanced students struggle with
connected speech during an activity, it’s beneficial to ensure they are familiar with the
content beforehand. Instead of halting their speech to point out that they mispronounced
"eoOnDA pl:pl," we could prompt them gently by saying: "Your form was 'gonDA pl:pl.'

Please say it correctly: 'gun-der be his friend." Another effective technique for improving
pronunciation is "auditory tracking," where teachers articulate a phrase and students mark
it down before comparing their versions. This helps reinforce memory through repetition
and familiar examples. When it comes to teaching pronunciation, there are differing
viewpoints. Some believe that maximum exposure to spoken language is the key to
mastering production skills. Others argue that focusing on receptive skills while offering

meaningful pronunciation activities is more effective for learning pronunciation nuances.
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Activities designed to highlight linguistic features of pronunciation are central to this
approach. Additionally, modeling correct sound production—Dboth individually and within
context—is essential for helping students improve their pronunciation abilities.
CONCLUSION

In conclusion, phonetics is an integral part of second language acquisition and has a
significant impact on students' ability to communicate effectively in their own language.
By understanding the importance of segmental and suprasegmental properties of speech
sounds, teachers can create more effective teaching strategies that incorporate targeted
phonetic training into their curriculum. Techniques such as minimal pairing exercises,
shadowing exercises, and the use of phonetic transcription tools can help improve students'
pronunciation skills while increasing listening comprehension and overall fluency. In
addition, recognizing the cultural nuances inherent in pronunciation and intonation is
essential to the development of meaningful communication between people of different
nationalities. As global communication becomes increasingly interconnected, building a
solid foundation of phonetic knowledge will be critical to supporting successful second
language acquisition outcomes. Therefore, teachers are encouraged to prioritize phonics
instruction within their methodologies, foster collaboration and share resources to improve
teaching practice across the board.
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