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Timur was born around 1336 in Transoxania near Kesh — later known as Shahrisabz
— in the Kashka Darya region of what is today the Republic of Uzbekistan. He was a
Turk of the Barlas tribe; this tribe, like many others, boasted a Mongol name and
ancestry, but for all practical purposes it was Turkic.

Timurid dynasty, (fl. 15th—16th century CE), dynasty of Turkic-Mongol origin
descended from the conqueror Timur(Tamerlane). The period of Timurid rule was
renowned for its brilliant revival of artistic and intellectual life in Iran and Central Asia

At that time another powerful conqueror, Amir Timur, the founder of the empire
comprising practically the entire Central Asia and Persia, gained strength. The Golden
Horde was on his way: until there was the caravan route from China to Europe via the
Crimea, the Bottom Volga region and Khoresm, he could not count on economic
prosperity of his main domain. Timur fulfilled his ambition by taking Astrakhan and
Serai Berk by storm. Looting and utter annihilation of those cities froze the trade. The
Golden Horde found itself isolated and withered; and after the last disastrous Moscow
campaign it went rack and ruin. All caravan trade routes joined in Samarkand, the
Empire’s capital. The city became the crossroads of Asia, the continent’s center.
According to Timur's plan, Samarkand was to adequately represent his powerful empire
and become the most beautiful city in the world. In terms of luxury it was supposed to
surpass everything the human imagination was capable of so that the descendants were
aware of the might and power of his empire. In the end of the 14th century Timur started

to prepare for the conquest of the eastern part of the Silk Road, China and Indochina,
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but he was too late. His heirs divided his empire among themselves; it did not revive any
more. Uzbek khan, Sheybani using diplomacy and power gradually took in hand the
lands of Transoxiana. The economies of the cities were gradually restored. In the 16th
century crafts and trade in the cities of Bukhara, Samarkand and Tashkent was well-
developed. The domed buildings, caravanserais, mosques and other structures erected
under Abdulla Khan have survived in Bukhara. Central Asia sent to Russia silk, woolen
and cotton fabrics, lambskin, raw silk, carpets, spices, dried fruit and so forth. Central
Asia was known for trading slaves, mainly Iranians captured by Uzbeks during their
raids to Khurasan, and Russians whom they bought from the nomads of Dashti-Kipchak.

In conclusion, Amir Timur and the Timurid period represent a transformative
chapter in the history of Central Asia and the wider Islamic world. Timur's legacy as a
conqueror, patron of the arts, and statesman continues to fascinate historians and
scholars, highlighting the complex interplay between military power, cultural patronage,
and intellectual achievement in the medieval era. The Timurid Empire stands as a
testament to the enduring influence of visionary leadership and the enduring legacy of
human creativity and resilience. Amir Timur's life and the epoch of the Timurids
represent a fascinating chapter in the tapestry of human history.

The empire was founded by Timur (also known as Tamerlane), a warlord of Turco-

Mongol lineage, who established the empire between 1370 and his death in 1405. He

envisioned himself as the great restorer of the Mongol Empire of Genghis Khan,

regarded himself as Genghis's heir, and associated closely with the Borjigin. Timur

continued vigorous trade relations with Ming China and the Golden Horde, with

Chinese diplomats like Ma Huan and Chen Chengregularly traveling west

to Samarkand to buy and sell goods. The empire led to the Timurid Renaissance,

particularly during the reign of astronomer and mathematician Ulugh Begh.
By 1467, the ruling Timurid dynasty, or Timurids, had lost most of Persia to the Aq

Qoyunlu confederation. However, members of the Timurid dynasty continued to rule

smaller states, sometimes known as Timurid emirates, in Central Asia and parts of India.
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In the 16th century, Babur, a Timurid prince from Ferghana (modern Uzbekistan),
invaded Kabulistan (modern Afghanistan) and established a small kingdom there.
Twenty years later, he used this kingdom as a staging ground to invade the Delhi

Sultanate in India and establish the Mughal Empire.
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