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Annotation: The article provides an insightful exploration of the life and 

literary contributions of Sir Thomas More, a prominent figure of the English 

Renaissance, led a multifaceted life as a humanist scholar, statesman, and author. 

His renowned work, ,,Utopia``, presented a vision of an ideal society that continues 

to inspire discussions on social justice and reform.  
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Аннотация: В статье содержательно исследуется жизнь и 

литературный вклад сэра Томаса Мора, выдающегося деятеля английского 

Возрождения, проведшего многогранную жизнь ученого-гуманиста, 

государственного деятеля и писателя. Его знаменитая работа «Утопия» 

представила видение идеального общества, которое продолжает 

вдохновлять дискуссии о социальной справедливости и реформах. 

Ключевые слова: гуманизм, Возрождение, Утопия, социальная 
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Sõzboshi: Maqolada ingliz Uyg'onish davrining ko'zga ko'ringan 

namoyandasi ser Tomas Morening insonparvar olim, davlat arbobi va yozuvchi 

sifatida ko'p qirrali hayot kechirgan hayoti va adabiy xizmatlari chuqur 

o'rganiladi. Uning mashhur asari "Utopiya" ijtimoiy adolat va islohotlar haqida 

munozaralarni ilhomlantirishda davom etuvchi ideal jamiyat haqidagi tasavvurni 

taqdim etdi. 
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Kalitso'zlar: gumanizm, uyg'onish, utopiya, ijtimoiy adolat, diniy 

bag'rikenglik, siyosiy falsafa. 

Sir Thomas More, a prominent figure of the English Renaissance, remains 

an enigmatic and fascinating individual whose life and works continue to inspire 

debate and reflection.  A renowned humanist scholar, statesman, and author, More 

is best known for his iconic work, *Utopia*, and his unwavering principles that 

ultimately led to his martyrdom.  

Early Life and Humanist Influences: Born in London in 1478, More received 

a classical education and was deeply influenced by humanist ideals. He developed 

close relationships with prominent European humanists like Erasmus of Rotterdam, 

sharing their passion for education, social reform, and a return to classical learning.  

More's early writings, such as "The History of King Richard III", showcased his 

literary talent and humanist perspective. Political Career and Royal Service: More's 

intellect and integrity propelled him to a successful career in law and politics. He 

served as a Member of Parliament, undersheriff of London, and eventually Lord 

Chancellor under King Henry VIII. More's humanist principles informed his 

approach to governance, advocating for justice, social welfare, and educational 

reforms. 

Utopia and the Quest for an Ideal Society: More's most celebrated work, 

"Utopia", published in 1516, presents a fictional island society with a seemingly 

perfect social, political, and legal system. Through his portrayal of Utopia, More 

critiques the social ills of his time, such as poverty, war, and religious intolerance, 

while offering a vision of a society based on reason, communal ownership, and 

religious tolerance. *Utopia* sparked centuries of debate on the nature of ideal 

societies and the role of government in achieving social justice. Conflict with 

Henry VIII and Martyrdom: More's staunch Catholic faith and adherence to his 

principles led to a dramatic clash with King Henry VIII. When Henry sought to 

annul his marriage to Catherine of Aragon and declare himself Supreme Head of 

the Church of England, More refused to support the king's actions, resigning from 

his position as Lord Chancellor. More's unwavering conscience and refusal to 
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compromise his religious beliefs ultimately led to his imprisonment and execution 

for treason in 1535. 

Legacy and Significance: Thomas More's life and works continue to inspire 

and challenge us. He embodied the ideals of humanism, demonstrating a 

commitment to learning, social justice, and moral integrity. His willingness to 

sacrifice his life for his beliefs serves as a powerful testament to the courage of 

one's convictions. More's "Utopia" remains a touchstone for discussions on social 

reform, ideal societies, and the relationship between individual conscience and 

state authority.  He is venerated as a saint by the Catholic Church and remains an 

enduring symbol of integrity, faith, and the pursuit of a just society. 

Humanism: A philosophical and intellectual movement during the 

Renaissance that emphasized human potential and achievements, focusing on 

classical learning, education, and social reform.  Humanists like More believed in 

the power of reason and education to improve individuals and society. "Erasmus of 

Rotterdam": A prominent Dutch humanist scholar and theologian, known for his 

satirical works and his advocacy for religious tolerance and educational reforms. 

Erasmus was a close friend and intellectual collaborator of Thomas More. 

"The History of King Richard III": An unfinished historical work by More 

that offered a critical perspective on Richard III's reign.  The work demonstrates 

More's humanist approach to history and his interest in exploring the complexities 

of power and politics. "Lord Chancellor": The highest-ranking position in the 

English legal system, responsible for presiding over the House of Lords and serving 

as the King's chief advisor. More's appointment as Lord Chancellor reflects his 

exceptional legal expertise and political acumen. "Utopia":   More's most famous 

work, a fictional account of an ideal island society characterized by communal 

ownership, religious tolerance, and social harmony. Utopia serves as a critique of 

European society and explores themes of justice, equality, and the nature of a good 

society. "Annulment": The invalidation of a marriage, often sought by monarchs 

for political or dynastic reasons. Henry VIII's desire to annul his marriage to 

Catherine of Aragon stemmed from his desire to have a male heir and his 
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infatuation with Anne Boleyn. "Supreme Head of the Church of England": A title 

claimed by Henry VIII after his break with the Roman Catholic Church, asserting 

his authority over religious matters in England. This move established the Church 

of England as separate from papal authority.  "Martyrdom":  The act of dying for 

one's religious beliefs. More's execution for refusing to acknowledge Henry VIII 

as Supreme Head of the Church made him a martyr for the Catholic faith and a 

symbol of resistance against religious persecution. 

Conclusion 

Thomas More's life serves as a testament to the power of individual 

conscience and the pursuit of justice.  He was a man of unwavering principles, 

willing to sacrifice his life for his beliefs. His humanist ideals, political service, and 

literary contributions continue to inspire reflection and debate on issues of social 

reform, religious tolerance, and the relationship between individual conscience and 

state authority. More's "Utopia" remains a touchstone for discussions on ideal 

societies, and his martyrdom serves as a reminder of the enduring struggle for 

religious freedom. Though centuries have passed, Thomas More's legacy as a 

scholar, statesman, and saint continues to challenge and inspire us to strive for a 

more just and equitable world. 
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