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 Annotation:  Explore the rich tapestry of politeness norms across various 

Asian countries in this illuminating article. From Japan's intricate balance 

between "tatemae" and "honne" to China's emphasis on preserving harmony, delve 

into the nuanced ways politeness is expressed. Discover the significance of 

honorific language in South Korea, the tradition of hospitality in India, and the 

concept of "kreng jai" in Thailand. Gain insights into cultural gestures, greetings, 

and language nuances that shape interpersonal interactions in Asia, and learn to 

navigate diverse cultural landscapes with grace and respect. 
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In the tapestry of human interaction, the thread of politeness weaves a 

fabric of respect and harmony, but its patterns vary widely across different cultures. 

Nowhere is this more evident than in the diverse array of customs found in Asian 

countries. From the delicate dance of social niceties in Japan to the deep-seated 

traditions of respect in India, each nation has its own unique way of expressing 

politeness.Japan: The Dance of "Tatemae" and "Honne" 

In Japan, the concept of "tatemae" (public face) versus "honne" (true 

feelings) plays a central role in polite communication. This cultural distinction 

emphasizes the importance of maintaining harmony and avoiding conflict. Bowing 

is a common form of greeting and showing respect, with the depth and duration of 
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the bow indicating the level of respect being conveyed. Additionally, the use of 

honorific language, known as "keigo," is prevalent, especially in formal situations, 

to show respect to others. 

 

China: Preserving Harmony and Saving Face 

In China, politeness is deeply rooted in the principles of preserving harmony 

and saving face. Addressing others with the appropriate title and formalities, such 

as "Mr." or "Mrs." followed by the last name, is crucial. Giving and receiving gifts 

is also significant, as it is seen as a way to show respect and strengthen 

relationships. 

South Korea: Hierarchical Respect and Formality 

South Korea places a strong emphasis on hierarchical relationships and age-

based respect. The use of honorifics, such as "sunbae" (senior) and "hoobae" 

(junior), is common to show respect towards seniors. Additionally, gestures like 

bowing and the exchange of business cards are important in formal settings. 

India: Hospitality and Respect for Elders 

Hospitality is a cornerstone of Indian culture, and showing respect for elders 

is deeply ingrained. Using honorifics, such as adding "ji" to someone's name, is a 

common way to show respect. Gestures like touching elders' feet as a sign of 

respect are also practiced. 

Thailand: The Humble "Kreng Jai" and "Wai" Gesture 

In Thailand, the concept of "kreng jai," which emphasizes humility and 

politeness, is central to social interactions. The "wai" gesture, where palms are 

pressed together and raised to chest or face level, is used as a greeting and a sign 

of respect. Speaking softly and avoiding confrontation are also important to 

maintain harmony. 
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